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TO ALL IN PRISON.
By H. SMITH.

A small green cage high on a passage l\\‘ull

And a nightingale singing. . . . Singing

Till p:«vu-rﬁ-b'\’ in the street pause ,

And peer, as through a triumphal arch

Erected to mark man’s creation of hell upon
carth

[hrough the mean rooms into the ash-strewn
.“.[II.

Behind how many of our triumphal arches

\re there anything but ashes?)

\nd day long through the stench and squalor

swells to heaven.

[he hird's song

is the sky grown dark?
is there no more wind?
is everything like the hush before a
storm?
storm were to come I should understand,
all is so still.
do you live beneath a wooden sky?
[ must you be in a cage?
Jo you enjoy being caged?
[ not, why do you cage me?
you not see that if I am bond you are still
more in bondage?
1 you love freedom while I languish thus?
if you do not love her how can you be

1ise I am in a ¢z

free?

» my revenge, not that I desire vengeance.
that I desire is a little space to fly in and
my mate.)

Is you oppress me so are you opprest,
\s you mock me so the machine mocks you.
I do not know, the woods and fields are my
place,
Bul it seems to me that while any creature is
enslaved
[here is not much hope for the rest.
hile tyranny matters not
tyrant.
icre is no hope because you are hopeless,
And if you were fearless there would be nothi
lo fear.
Not that I am fearless.
But all 1 fear is that I shall not soon die.
I
|
I

lives, it who is

can hear the night wind in the beeches,

ke my mate singing,

ke a boy’s pure voice ir the twilight,

And the bars are up against my breast.

Do you hear? The bars are up against my
breast,

And I am free with a freedom you will never

understand.
*

\nd the bird sings on,

And the masters of the bird live on.

'”u"\ hear the bird’s song, but they do not
understand it.

The day on which they understand it will be
the end of a world.
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DREADNOUGHT £1,000 FUND.

Brought forward, £185 6s. 113d. Office
tollecting box, 1s. 1d. ; L. Grant, 1s. ; C. Hart,
. (monthly); E. M. Brett, 5s.; collection,
New Morris Hall, -4s. 93d.; D. Jewson, bs.;
S. Palmer, 1s. (monthly); I. A. Cahill, £1;
Lewisham  Labour Party, 10s.; donation,
Js. 5d. ; total for fortnight, £3 0s. 33d. Total,
£188 7s. 3d.

Brought forward, £188 18s. 3d. ; E. Wright,
%2 10s.; J. Cook, 1s.; E. L. Johnson, 2s.;
AK.H., 10s.; H. White, 2s. 6d.; E. Hulley
Rawlins, 30s. ; ZE. Tollemache, £1; J. Clarke,

; total for week, £5 17s. 6d. Total,
£194 16s, 9d.

THE DOCK STRIKE.
By Sylvia Pankhurst.
Government Action: Which Side Will It
As 2
The Government officially
announced that it will secure the transport of

Labour has
necessary food supplies during the dock strike ;

MacDonald’s statement in

Jlll\('lll4\l} (‘Ul ~11l)!) was as l(?””\\\f
will fail
necessary to secure the
transport of necessary food supplies, and
has already set up the the

reply to a

* The Government
what

not to take

steps are
nucleus of
organisation.

% May 1 the hope, however,
that nothing will be said, or asked, in this
House to make difficult the only thing
that really matters—a the
dispute.”’

We do not think any docker will a with
Mr. MacDonald that the only t which
really matters is a settlement of the dispute.

exXpress

settlement  of

The dockers will naturally say the only settle-
ment which matters is one that will improve
their miserable position. The dockers are right
to hold that view.

This brings us to another point : what sort of
steps will the Government take to secure the
food supplies and who will benefit by those
steps?

Government Intervention to Benefit the

Workers.

When the railway strike took place we
pointed out that capitalist governments have
been the friends of the employers and their
intervention has always resulted in benefiting
the employers. We urged that the Labour
Government should show itself to be the friend
of the workers, by taking over the railways
and running them in the interests of the com-
munity until the employers were prepared to
abandon the proposed wage reduction.

We that a meeting  of
Gloucester transport workers has now passed
a resolution calling the Labour Government

observe nmass

Lo use emergency powers to take over the ports
and shipping and administer them, paying the
wages increase demanded by the dockers.

The Labour Government might do this with
some show of impartiality, because the dockers
were granted 16s. a day by the Shaw award up
to the end of 1924, but by agreement between
the employers and the trade union the wage was
reduced in accordance with the fall in the cost
of living. Now that the cost of living has been
rising for six months, it should be regarded
as but fair, even by the capitalist mentality,
that the dockers shouid get back something of
what they surrendered from the award given
to them by the Shaw Court of Inquiry.

We 1 however, that
impartiality should not be expected of a Labour
Government, nor, indeed, tolerated from it.
One does not expect impartiality as between
protection and free from a Liberal
Government, should anyone expect im-
partiality as between employers and employed
from a Labour Government. The duty of a
Labour Government is to act as the friend of
the worker in all cases.

In the matter of legislation this Government
cannot proceed without Liberal votes, but as
long as it does not grossly defy the letter of
the law it can take what administrative action
it chooses. Of course, it could, and probably
would, be brought to book by a vote of censure
supported by both the other political parties.
In that case it could call for a general election
and go to the country on as fine an issue. as it
could get,

must declare plainly,

trade,
nor

Government Intervention Which Helps
Employers.

If  the Government not

definitely on the side of the work

intervene
rs, interven-
tion by it to secure necessary food supplies
will inevitably prove disadvantageous to the

strikers.

does

The object of the strikers must necessarily
be to paralyse transport. They are obliged, by
the nature of the to aim at more than
embarrassing their immediate employers. Be-

cause their employers are far stronger than

case,

they in staying power the strikers are bound to
try to embarrass the whole community, in order
that the strike may become intoler-
able before the strikers’ power of resistance is
ended. A strike is a war of attrition, in which
the workers cannot after their
union funds, s their private savings and any

situation

long continue
help that may come from friendly donations
have been exhausted. When dealing with an
whose capital is limited and who
his business com-
strike covering a restricted field
may be a formidable weapon. When dealing
with powerful concerns, like the Port authori-
ties, larger methods are required.

Should the Government

employer
fears the encroachments of
petitors, a

intervene to secure
food supplies, the question arises as to what
labour it will employ and on what terms.
Should the employ  other
workers than who are on strike, or
should it employ labour on terms lower than
those demanded by will be

Government
those

the strikers, it
playing the part of strike breaker.

Should the Government make any attempt to
show impartiality, as between employers and
employed, it will actually injure the position
o[ the strikers.

That  the use bluejackets
to the delviment of the strikers is an assertion
made by Mr. Ben Tillet and reported. in the
Daily Herald. For the take
such a step, or any step, which would weight

in favour of the

Gouvernnient may

Government to

employers in the
struggle, would be a treacherous crime against
the workers who have placed it where it is.
Such a step would greatly hasten the day of
its downfall. The Labour Cabinet may be
saults from the Right, but its real
danger lies to the The statements of
Mr. Ben Tillett should, however, be received
with considerable reserve.
The Court of Inquiry.

The composition of the Court of
appointed by Mr. Shaw, the
Labour, will not, we think, be regarded as at
all satisfactory by the rank-and-file of the
L.abour Party supporters.

[t actually gives a majority of two to one
gainst the Trade Union representative. Mr.
Holman Gregory, K.C., the chairman, is a
Liberal Member of Parliament. There
only two other members of the Court.
of these is Sir Andrew Duncan, Vice-Pre
of the Shipbuilding Employers’
and Coal Controller in 1919 and 1920.
the chairman, he is also a barrister.

The Trade Union representative is Mr.
Henry Boothman, General Secretary of the
Amalgamated Association of Cotton Spinners,
Clitheroe ; member of the Trade Union Con-
gress General Council, and member of the
Oldham Town Council.

Trade Union Blacklegs.

The lack of solidarity which is the most
noticeable feature of Trade Union practice, is,
as usual, strikingly demonstrated in this con-
test.  The so-called *‘ Blue’’ Union, the
National Amalgamated Stevedores, Lighter-
men and Dockers’ Union, has blacklegged an

fearing

Left.

Inquiry
Minister of

are
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THE AWAKENING OF A MOTHER
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Swiss rather than enemy German corpor-
ation, and therefore exempt from seizure
under the reparations provisions of the
Treaty of Versailles; and should the
Chester concessions be recognised as
superseding the rights of the Black Sea
railways, French interests in the Levant
will face a powerful Anglo-American
which it will be very difficult for them to
combat with any degree of success. And
the power of Erench government is so
heavily invested in the Ruhr occupation
that it is doubtful if it can do anything at
all to coerce the Turks into full recognition
of French claims.”

Here, indeed, is a first-class subject of
rivalry between French and British capitalism,
with the United States coming into line with
Britain against France, and in the last analysis
against Britain also. What has the
Labour Government to offer? Is Mac-
Donald Government prepared to abandon the
advantage secured by its predecessor for the
sake of peace?

In summing up the situation, Mr.
says :

solution
the

Earle

‘“ Italy, which sought to transform the
Adriatic and the “Egean into Italian lakes,
has finally been compelled to recognise
that she assumed imperial liabilities out of
all proportion to her economic resources.
France, after achieving a temporary
victory in the new Turkey, has had to
surrender her position to more powerful
competitors. But Great Britain has
emerged from the conflict in all her glory.
She has obtained possession of another
highway to the East. Alongside the Suez
Canal, in the collection of British imperial
jewels, will be placed Jerusalem and Basra
and Bagdad.”’

This is exceedingly interesting and impor-
tant. It is thus that Lord Curzon, and the
Prime Ministers under whom he has served,
have busied themselves during these years, in
which Mr. MacDonald and Mr. Clynes have
complained that the British Empire has hardly
counted in the world. One the
‘“ Three Nations *’ cartoons of Max Beerbohm,
in which, most of the time, the French and
Germans were fighting each other, whilst John
Bull was piling up his wealth.

American Imperialism in the Near East.
Before the war the United States was pra
tically self-sufficing in raw material ; its exports
consisted mainly of food stuffs and raw
material, and America was a debtor, not a

creditor nation.

The war, and with it the great acceleration
of American industrial development, have
changed all this. The United States now
import raw material and export manufactured
articles on 'a large scale, and America has be-
come one of the great creditor nations.
American men are concerned about
the foreign control of rubber, nitrates, chrome
and petroleum. They are stretching out all
over the world for raw materials for markets,
and for opportunities for the profitable invest-
ment of capital. All these are to be found in
the Near East.

In the spring of 1920 the Government of the
United States was engaged in a confroversy
with the British Government regarding the
right of American capital to participate in the
oil resources of Mesopotamia.

remembers

business

s
SPICE.

““1 would like to tender my humble sym-
pathy to the Chancellor of the Duchy. It is
almost pathetic to find the labourer of the first
hour grudged the penny which is so lavishly
bestowed upon the Noble Lords who hardly
arrived in the field in time to take part in the
distribution.’—Mr. Austin Chamberlain in the
House of Commons.

NON-CO-OPERATION PROGRESS.
The Municipal Corporation of RUHII):[}"T\
issuing tender forms asking contractors to note

that no articles manufactured in the British
Empire outside India will be used in the muni-
cipal departments.

TO IRISH COMRADES.
I'o the Editor, “Workers' Dreadnought."

Dear Comrade,

When James Larkin returned to Ireland
from the U.S.A., a rally of the social revolu-
tionary clements in that country commenced,
partly because of his advent, more particularly
for other reasons explained by the recent de-
velopments of public affairs.  Larkin
others began The Irish Workers' League, a
body whose manifesto is content with deciding
in lavour of a Workers’ Republic based on
the common ownership of the land and agents
of production and its application to supply
the the whole community. The
League as well as its principles, are embrionic.
It marks, however, a re-forming of the work-
class revolutionary ranks and rise of the
corresponding idea to the domination of Irish
politics. It may lead to the final revolutionary
Communist movement when it is really
formed. Fortunately, it is quite free from
the Labour Party and has not approached any
International.

ind

needs of

ing

I desire to receive the co-operation of all
real with Irish
order to open a branch in London.

Contact been achieved with

1.S.A.,; and we hope to form auxiliary bodies
to the one in Ireland, wherever there are suf-
ficient Irish exiles or their descendants abroad.
These would render particular assistance to
the movement, raising money
for urgent purposes—at the present time for
the 50,000 dependents of the prisoners in the
anti-Imperialist class wars—by providing sym-
pathisers of all nationalities with the truth
about Ireland, and on occasion, by acting as
the promoters of mass movements to aid the
fight in Ireland. In 1921-22 the'‘Settlement”’
would have rammed down the
throats of the Irish people but for the millions
of money and the vast quantity of munitions
supplied to the renegades by the British Gov-
ernment. The Irish in Britain should have be-
gun a ‘Hands off Ireland’ movement amongst
the workers to prevent what happened. This
was not done, and most even of the class con-
scious, do not know to this day how the two
Empire States were ever
Ireland. If the British
terferes directly with Irish affairs, the League
would immediately stimulate the creation cf
‘““Hands off Ireland’” Committees.

We hope to organise to convert the mass of
Irish workers
which we
ly ‘than any ordinary Communist body; and

Communists connections in

has already

home e.g. by

never been

established  in

ever Government in-

such
here to Communism, a task
could undertake far more successful-

an obligation would rest on all our members
their due part in the international
movement, according to their conception cf
their duty, in whatever country they may in-
habit.

We should introduce to the whole working
movement the new art that has arisen
in the Irish revolutionary outburst, elimina-
ting undesirable features, There has taken
place a revival of the culture that once pre-
vailed in ancient ITreland, the society of which
was in fundamentals, communistic and anar-
chistic, to a degree of which English
workers are unaware. This revival therefore
breathes a spirit in harmony with our views
on the future. This rebirth has taken place in
a revolutionary' atmosphere and from the sub-
ject class..

Fo keep this effort on the right lines we
require the right people. Will any of your
members willing to lend a hand—and this
would not require very much of their spare
time—please communicate with me?

to take

class

most

(“‘/n[.,\‘.[..(l,
Gladstone Hall, New Cross Road,
New Cross, S.E.
Those of Irish blood would be more adaptal
ble, of course. Later on, when events pro-
gress in Ireland, there will be work for all
and sundry in the ‘‘Hands off Ireland’’ move-
ment to save the Irish Communist Revolu-
tion.
am, Yours fraternally,
W. Robinson,
Temp. Hon. Org. Sec.
I.W.L.

THE TIME FOR SOLIDARITY.

Now is the time to show solidarity, fellow
workers, now that comrades are on strike,

Now is the time to show you believe iy
** one big union.”

Mr. Jack Jones, M.P., says you should, and
il you were there you certainly cheered thag
sentiment, fellow worker.

But you and I have had too much sentiment,
fellow workers. What we require is action. [f
fail to act, we must
fail also.

we not complain thyy
others
The deckers are starving ; their leaders are
The Labour Government
has set up a Court of Inquiry.
What sort of a Court is it, fellow workers?
It consists of one Trade Unionist, one
Liberal, K.C., and one representative of an
Employers’ Federation.

making speeches.

The balance will be two to one against the
dockers, fellow workers.

Is that the sort of Court you expected th
Labour Government to up?

Do not be surprised, fellow workers.

set
That
is tactics, statesmanship, political wisdom.

The Court of Inquiry is only camouflage. I
will not help the dockers. If they have shows
that they know how to help themselves, the
Court of Inquiry may agree to let them keep
some of what they have won by their own
efforts. :

Where
fellow

Not to the employers, not to the Court of
Inquiry.

To you, fellow workers, they can only lool
to you for support.

How can you help them?

You may your pennies to
strilke funds, but that will not help much.

Solidarity is your only great means to help

shall

workers?

the dockers look for help,

subscribe

the dockers.

The sympathetic strike, the general strike,
the one Big Union, are the practical means of
showing solidarity.

Form the one Big Union.

What sort of one Big Union?

The All-1Workers Union of Workshop Com-
mittees, the best form of one Big Union yet
devised.

THE SEARCHLIGH

COMMUNIST WORKERS' MOVEMENT.
Meetings.
Sundays, 3 p.m., Hyde Park. N.
and others.
Sunday, March 2nd. 7.30 p.m. Hamilton
Hall, 375, High Road, Willesden Green.
Sylvia Pankhurst and others.

Smyth

A LITERATURE PITCH,
Comrade Mrs. Ironside is organising a lit-
erature selling pitch in Oxford Street. Com-
rades willing to assist are asked to communi-
cate with the ‘‘Dreadnought’ office in order
that we may forward their names to her.

Red | R E The irish Nation

Weekly Review of hf*.h R.epublican Opini‘o.
PIERSINCIRE MW O PAEIN'C E

On Sale Saturdays

CLERIAL WORK.
Volunteers are needed for Clerical and Or-
ganising work. Comrades should write to the
“Dreadnought’’ office.

THE “ONE BIG UNION BULLETIN"
et
The One Big Union seeks te ergamise the workest
on class lines. Read about it.
10/- per vear; 5/- six months.
Plebs Buildings, 54 Adelaide Strest, Winaipss:

Canada.

Published by E. Sylvia Pankhurst, at 153, Floet
Street, Londen, E.C.4, and printed by the
Agenda Press, Ltd. (T.U.), at 10. Wine Officz
Court, London, E.C. §.




